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Defining ‘sustainable communities’

• Term been around for a while
• Massive shortage of homes
• Embraces homes, jobs and leisure
• But, environmental element often ignored



The missing element

• Woken up to the realities of climate change



Climate change

• Climate change
– Not just environmental
– Affects urban areas more than 
others

• Higher temperatures; flooding; 
water quality; ground stability

• Planning ideally placed
• Delivery

– New PPS sets framework
–Code for Sustainable Homes



Climate change at the centre

• The policy glue
• Underwater regeneration

• But, must be informed by 
data

• New climate change PPS
• Allows new build targets
• Need overarching targets
• TCPA approach



Realities in practice –
policy-makers

Should be seen as 
opportunity for policy-
makers to be proactive

But there are potential 
pitfalls:

• resources – do 
planners have the 
skills?



Green and open space is 
coolest part of the city

Adaptation Strategies for Climate 
Change in the Urban Environment



Low density areas are 
warmer



Medium density areas 
are warmer still



High density areas are 
around 6oC hotter!



Realities in practice –
developers (1)

Also an opportunity

Questions for or from 
developers:

• is zero-carbon too 
challenging by 2016?

• cost implications
• skills



Conclusion

• Time is short!
• Climate change package 

will help
• Climate PPS is draft, but 

Government message –
get out there and do it

• But, big challenges for all 
of us
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