
The Changing Market
…and why it offers new 

opportunities



Major Drivers of Change

• Climate change / CO2

emissions

• Natural resources / recycling 

/ waste

• Build quality

• Skills availability

• Speed of construction



The London Plan

Energy 
strategy

Waste strategy

Strategic Thinking



• UK Legislation
a) Landfill Tax 1996 
b) Building Regulations 2006
c) Climate Change Levy 2001 
d) Carbon Trading
e) Aggregates Levy

f) 2003 Energy White Paper:  Our energy future-
Creating a low carbon economy

g) 2004 For London, The Mayor’s Energy Strategy

h) Code for Sustainable Homes

Legislation and Politics

Government has recognised 
importance of its role as a client. 
£40 billion/year



Building Regs – Part L

• Higher quality of construction

• Improved skills in construction

• Innovation in materials, 
components and building design

• Culture of continual 
improvement

•40% reduction in CO2 emissions over pre 2002 levels



Code for Sustainable Homes

• Set to become the single national standard for 
the design and construction of homes

• Drives a step change in sustainable home 
building practice

• Design principles in nine areas:
– Energy and CO2
– Water
– Materials
– Surface water run-off
– Waste
– Pollution
– Health and well being
– Management
– Ecology



Code for Sustainable Homes
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Supplementary Planning Guidance
• Land
• Buildings
• Location and Urban Design
• Materials
• Water
• Noise
• Air Pollution
• Water Pollution & Flooding
• Microclimate
• Indoor Comfort
• Designing Inclusive Environments
• Secure Design
• Open Space
• Natural Environment & Biodiversity
• Waste



English Partnerships - promoting MMC
• Working with the Housing 

Corporation and Regional 
Development Agencies to promote 
MMC.

• Target goal of 25 % of homes 
across all EP programmes to be 
constructed using MMC.

• Where MMC is seen to be most 
appropriate, such as on the London-
Wide Initiative and on The Housing 
Partnership work, target will be 50 % 
of homes.

• EP will specify MMC level to be 
included but will not dictate or 
endorse specific systems or 
approved suppliers.

Barratt Development / EP Design 
for Manufacture competition



Product / Technology Opportunities

• Windows and doors
• Electrical cores and pre-wired looms
• Flooring, wall and ceiling panels
• Energy-saving housing appliances
• Facades and roofing
• Staircases, balustrades, door frames, 

balconies
• Plumbing and pipe work products
• Furniture (both indoor and outdoor)
• Foundation and piling products



Sustainable Dimension
• Aim to go beyond traditional products

• Products which: 
– are more environmentally friendly compared 

to traditional construction products

– contribute to the overall sustainability or 
environmental performance of the house or 
community 

– improve the way people live and work 

– have a positive impact on the local economy



Conclusion

• A real market need

• A real opportunity

• FREE available support and 
advice

• Do you want a slice of 
the action?


