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Manufacturing sustainable communities
- a collaborative project, private sector, government and NGOs.

Objective:
– To create a sustainable off-site manufacturing capability in the Thames 

Gateway, London.

– Economic regeneration through sustainable off-site manufacturing 
(OSM).
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• OSM inherently more sustainable 
than traditional construction.

• Skills shortage in traditional 
construction.

• Higher construction standards mean 
traditional construction will find it 
harder / more expensive to meet 
than OSM.

• Traditional construction limits what 
can be done in terms of what can be 
built.

• Many OSM suppliers now entering 
market, none focus on holistic 
sustainability.

Off-site manufacture of sustainable buildings –
the opportunity



Off-site manufacture (OSM) of sustainable buildings
- the project

- Engage local manufacturers in 
sustainable building design.

- Assist companies to develop 
sustainable products for OSM sector.

- Provide route to market.
- Favour local sourcing.
- Introduce new skills in sustainable 

design and manufacturing.
- Attract inward investment in sustainable 

technologies & products.
- A transferable model.



• 160,000 new 
homes in the 
Thames Gateway 
area

• Associated 
schools and 
health facilities

• And that is just 
what we know
today, and does 
not include the 
Olympics

Thames Gateway



What this means at local level
25,000 new homes and infrastructure over the next 10-15 years

Dagenham library and one-stop-shop with flats above



East and West

Proposals for south Dagenham



Barking Riverside, 10,800 new homes





Why Barking and Dagenham?

• A lot of large housing 
sites and opportunities

• Still a major industrial 
base

• The vision for Dagenham 
Dock as the home for 
modern environmental 
manufacturing

Ford diesel engine plant
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